Polymorphisms in candidate genes: implications for the current treatment of Parkinson's disease.
Pharmacological treatment remains the cornerstone of therapy in Parkinson's disease. A number of clinical and genetic factors may influence the therapeutic response and treatment-related complications. Some exploratory studies have suggested that genetic polymorphisms may influence an individual's response to dopaminergic therapy and susceptibility to drug-related complications, such as hallucinations, dyskinesias, motor fluctuations and sudden onset of sleep episodes. This article provides a concise summary and discussion of the potential utility and limitation of studies that have examined the influence of genetic polymorphisms on drug-related response and complications in Parkinson's disease.